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If [ heard someone say 1l

that when [ was younger,
[ would have Thought..
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church. d (nelp me nolt 1o swear,”

nstruments as [ assumed if [ did

[ would 9o o hell
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I’'m trying to capture
what was going on in me
because | figure

you might be like me.

The wrestling, The Sruggle
belween The desires of (ife

and veligjon / fear.




| didn't give -
myself to pleasures ("-‘ 3“7\,
because of the guilt.

[ didlnThave the 9us To push deeplg info The pleasures
and desivesTo see if they were wha ] really warifed



| couldn’t survive in FEAR
because | would dry up and die.

[ didlnThave the 9uls o face my fears or allow Tem
To jpush me o 9o deeper o find T longings of my soul

So [ried 1o live on a diefof both.



[ Ouess #Lhad To pufwords 1o i T would say [ was

(onely and ofraid



[ was looking for the meaning and

purpose of (ife and didnTknow I

Some friends said iFwas a quesion of faifl
70/

Can faith really make a difference /C:B//(:)/
N 9 3
>

to the quality of my life?
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Can faith help me to understand
healthy desires and fears?
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FAITH:

A spiritual thing that only
happens to a few ‘select’ people.

Sort of like fairy dust.

}ﬁt drops from on high
and changes the ones
it lands on.



Okay, not exactly a dictionary definition,
but a pretty good idea of how | felt about it.

| like the idea of meaning and purpose,

[ wariled a reloffionship wilh
buldiclnTknow how To gefit



[ slawed b being honesTuill
(God abou?'being alone and
atyaiid and needing heqa.

[Fwas The firsthones™

conversation | had with Him
[ even shed a tear or
Tao in The process



He shocked me by being
honest in return with me.

\

r\\
A

[ fetfHis love. A mygler [canT
really explain Too well ﬁ‘usfhad

a sense of who He was and That™

He liked me, a lof






[ wariled more -

e Bufm? definiton of faith
fairy dush)

Was messing wilh me.
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[fiaured [ befter slatto look around
as ?’m sure dlfiers had sirugoled wilh This.

[ even pulled o crusy old Bible
off e shelf and savled reading I _




[found lofs of people around me asking quesfons like These:

What is
the meaning
of life?

How do | get
answers to
my questions?

What is
my purpose
here?

Who can
help me
find love?
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Would you mind i [ jump 1o a
verse Thal vadically changed my
thinking and view of whaf faifh is?

I's Ceven) an Qld Tesfamenitverse

Taken from the (ife of Moses.
| W
Who by fietway Tiked
face—To God.



Moses is concerned for how The

Eggpﬁans would see (od.

Otherwise the land (Egypt) from

which you brought us may say,

“Because the LORD

to bring them into the land which

He had promised them and because
He has brought them

out to slay them in the wilderness.”

Deuteronomy 9:28

Another way of saying s Thal
Moses is capfvaﬁap by the Glorg of (od.




SUMMARY:
Two lies that would destroy faith and diminish God’s glory.
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[ like Those words. They are nofbig theologjical words

Moses puls Them in o language [ can understand
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FI rst LI E It was a question of power.

The people of the land would say: (H t _“
God was not able ",;"éom"
- )

3 J f( ¥ { ﬂ &+ What can , .
AN L Y el &I God do? It was also a 1
f P : M . 5% ) ”5 | 1 ;uestlon of wisdom. ; \
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[Fwerit 1o the very foundafion of His capacy
Trwas about His NATUKE



As Moses was keeping it very simple,
| will do the same.

How Bigy is (Gol?
The biggjer He is, The more [ can TrusiHim.
Trustis o FATTH word
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Secon d LI E It was a question of choice.
The people of the land would say:

God hated them ihat does ﬁ]
g ﬁ kHIS capauty'? .
& ﬂ i' e ﬁ ':‘ rﬂ ' |
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, " Trwas alboui oty He rebﬂés To creoﬂ'on P ﬂ‘
me word HATED jumped oif il me. ?-W ﬁ ﬁ

* Trwas a atementabout His CHARACTER
Who did He choose 15 be?



The more ‘gooo(' He is

The more [ can TrustHim

Agam, trustis a FALTH word




How mysteriously Big is He?

* * o 54

How pe+rfectly Goqd is He?
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s i possible Thaf hese Two aw)as sere The foundoifion,
The very basis for/ my faill?




Truth has Two Wings

A. W. Tozer

Understanding my faith.
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God is Big Enough.

First Wing of Truth
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Everyone in the Bible
had a hard time understanding
how powerful He is.

They struggled with it and
had to grow in their faith.

Some examples...
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Physical limitations

(730

Abraham and Sarah struggled to
believe that God was big enough to give
a child to a couple too old to have one.



Family and vocation

Joseph struggled

to have faith that
God was bigger
than his family and
if God could use
another nation to
accomplish His will.




Politics and the economy

40

Moses struggled to have faith
that God was big enough to
use him in national politics.

Then later, was He big enough
to supply meat for a nation of
3 plus million people?



Esther struggled to
have faith in a God
that was big enough
to her

(and the people)

from her husband
(also a powerful king).



Gideon struggled
to have faith that

God was big
enough to use »
. [ —

Him as a leader. = >

= 7

= =

I— —]
= —




[Hook years buf T slowly began o sink in
Mg Sruggle with grouing my failh was
drecty el 5 my vew of how Bigy Grod
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This is nofan absiFactTheological ideat
When my son was born 25 morits early and weighed 33 lbs, was (God bigojer Than Thail?
Could [TrustGod 1o be in charaje of my son in an incubalor for 5 weeks?

Thafwas a ot queston for me on how Big God is. [ had 1 really grow my ol in o God
Big enough

The doclor said 1o me, “if we donTpulin enough oxygen o his incubalor,
e will have brain damage. I we pufin oo much oxygen.
we will ruin his eyes. We don'know how much oxygeno pulin’




Was God biggjer Than The limifations of a doclor in a hospﬂ&l?
My son is now a heatiy man, with a sharp mind and good eyes

Atttroit Time, [ hadl no idlear whoit tie ffure held for him and us
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As [ lived ouifthis belief, my awareness of His gredriess grew
and produced respectand veverence for (od

[ wariled 5 lilen T Him because He knew whafHe was doing
Mg foith was buitton His greaiess
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God is Good.

Second Wing of Truth
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The infimacy In my velsfonship will God
and tus my abilty 1o TrusHim is defermined
bg how gooo( [thiink He is.
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The disciples of Jesus represented humanity.

They were distracted by culture,
social issues and their own interests.

They wanted a powerful Messiah
who would save them.

' i



It took much longer for them to see
Jesus as a perfectly Good God.

loving

just
sacrificial
servant
merciful
longsuffering
faithful




When Jesus speaks of a love that is
expressed in sacrifice (death), Peter
takes him aside and rebukes Him.

A vulnerable love to lay down His

life was not a thought allowed in /-3

Peter’s mind. - =
‘)
_J

Gelyour
act Togeher

Jesus
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James and John wanted to be
seated on Jesus’ right and left
hand of the throne.

The other disciples heard them
ask for it and were angry
because they wanted power
and position.

Jesus washed their feet and
modeled to them a good servant.

no se\ﬁseﬁ em None alall
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Salvafion was Througl

power and power alone.

The lyrics of the song,

“Whats love gofTo do with 7"
would fitTheir Thinking perfectly,

o4



It took years for me to realize my faith was
directly connected to how Good | believed God is.



Mg mollier was dying of cancer.
She was only 57 and had so many years ahead of her.
[was a missionary on te field and wer home

will my wife and 2-year—old son o be will her.
The lastsix weeks of her life Tore my heartoul”
Could a God of love allow someone [ love 1o suffer?

How can a Good God allow such suffering in people who Love Him?

Ifgou have e power 16 Siop suffering and
don' does Thaf disqualiy you from being Good?
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My emofons were raging,

and my flesh desperaelywariled 1 blame God
TFwas notan absWacﬁﬁeo(ogical argumenT

[ hod 15 decidle as [ wailched her slowly die
whether [ would TrustGod

when life happened in ways
[ dicnTundersiand or agree with
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Was God big enoughTE
Take care of a prematave child or

my mother with cancer?

Was God good enough T
care deeplg aboul The

patins of ife and do somelling
oresiler Tarough 17
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Seeds plariled in my early years began 15 make sense

| discovered my young fear

was rooted in my need for reverence.
Someone bigger than me

that | could follow and

be in AWE of.

| discovered my young love
(misunderstood as pleasure)

was looking for intimacy and

that was only to be found in

an intimate relationship with God.




Truth has Two Wings f

A. W. Tozer

is worlh repedifing . . .
epeaiing M\
\ou need revelsifion in
BOTH aspecs of who /
(od isTo have and grow \

a vea living faill in Him



If you have reverence or

respect without intimacy;,

you end up with a faith full of fear.
God becomes Frankenstein

and you do what you are told...
or else.

If you have intimacy without
respect and awe, you end up
with Santa Claus. We think
He exists to meet our needs
and give us gifts...

right now.
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need to resolve
these two big

questions in

our hearts.
So,
He
answered
them

clearly.
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(iod's primary ansuwer is “Look To The stars”

65



66

Isaiah 40:25-26
To whom then will you liken Me
That | would be his equal?” says the Holy One.
Lift up your eyes on high
And see who has created these stars,
The One who leads forth their host by number,
He calls them all by name;
Because of the greatness of
His might and the strength of
His power, |

Not one of them is missing.




He says He measures the heavens
by the span of His hand.

He makes it very clear that if we want to
understand how Big He is,
investigate creation.

The more we discover
about its size and beauty,
the more we will

respect God who says
He is far greater than
the universe He created.
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Hubble Telescope
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When we see e vashuniverse,
some will projectoril (od our own human sWuggLe

Whaﬂ'aboufau Tie iy, grilly N

Aelailsy

Sii'angelg, “can (od handle e small defails of my lfe”

s jusTanolier form of The same quesion

Is God big) enough (o handle The defailsy?

69



70



(odl answers Hhis question in the lfe and deaf of Jesus.

n
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John 3:16
For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish,
but have eternal life.




n

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates

His own love toward us,

In that while we were yet sinners,

Christ died for us.




He emptied Himself of power,

came to earth in the form of a man.

He died a horrible death on a cross by our hands.
This exposed our hearts and revealed His.

He was raised from the dead on the third day
and now sits on a throne in heaven.

There is no greater love.

NONE. NOWHERE.

14
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E I am hones.r /—\
here ave tines [ wari Him s personalize i ( .~ \

very specifically for my (fe s if He needs o

prove T To me.

te has done greafThiings in my lfe
butT can see thatHe never did i

To prove anyliing more To me




On a side nole
Ididn'l'gd'lﬁe new reveloition of who He is
it [ ved ouf e revelafion [ already had

LiSEning and living ouf the revelafion

mode space for new revelation in me.

T




When | started to look at scripture,
it started to make sense.

My faith was connected to how well
| lived out His positional greatness
and relational intimacy.

Let's look at a few scriptures and see
if you can start to see the two wings of truth
God is revealing to us in them.
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Mark 12:29-31
Jesus answered,
“The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel!

The Lord our God is one Lord:;

and you shall love the Lord your God

with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind,

and with all your strength.”




Hebrews 11:6
And without faith
it is impossible to please Him,
for he who comes to God
must believe that He is
and that He is a rewarder
of those who seek Him.

He is - His nalare and greaiiiess

Rewarder - He responds 1o us in reldfonal irffinacy.
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Romans 1:20-21
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes,
His eternal power and divine nature,
have been clearly seen,
being understood through what has been made,
so that they are without excuse.
For even though they knew God,
they did not honor Him as God or give thanks,
but they became futile in their speculations,

See also: Hebrews. 122829 / Psalm 6211 / Adls 931






Many scholars still can 't ? ;

reconcile the tension P _ _

between the concept of A Philosophers/theologians
— (many of whom are not

a God who is infinite and ~ ), _ _
all-powerful while at y interested in personal
S (e relationship with God)

the same time is loving, B

vulnerable and merciful. assume this is a problem
they must solve.

Some spend their life

trying to defend one side

or the other.




If you want to dissect these two beautiful mysteries,
you can build a case for your view from the Bible.
The frustrating part is that you will find

ample evidence for either side in God’s word.

Scriptures on the greatness
or Sovereignty of God are all over the place.
So are ones about the vulnerable love of God.

It is not a problem we can solve,

but a dilemma we embrace and carry.
Yes, tension is at the heart of it.
However, this should not surprise us

84

as even the description of God has tension in it.

Is He three or one?



God doesn’t
want to be

solved.
He wants to

be respected
and loved.



Some key points to remember:

Are you drawn to Sovereign acts of power?
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Each culture may have their own focus and preference.

East — Respect

87



God simply says, these two areas exist
and are required for your faith.

88
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God thought these two areas so important
He built it into the very fabric of the family
so that a child could experience them in the
reality of growing up.

Husbands -

love your wife.
Model sacrificial
intimacy to -
your children.

Wives —

respect your
husband.
Model respect
to your children.

To work Toefrer.
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\
— \ ."’ : N\ ’/ The lie of Satan was
() , & <) /\ . ) to confuse these two areas.
Q " =\{ '\ 7 ‘\ £ He told Eve she could be
:\' A \ ”\ % ." like God in her nature.
7
T\ O N\
:Io QN N\ ’\ N :
AN T NN Lefs be clear, we are not
<70 ) ) Q \. > and never will be anyhing
ﬁ X ke God in our nalare.
: We are called 16 be

like God in our chavacter




To have FAITH in God -
Is to KNOW He is Big Enough
and Good to all.

To Trust Him in every situation,
challenge and relationship
KNOWING that He who began a
good work in me (and you) will
perfect it in Christ Jesus.
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Thanks for
hsEning. )

Please come and check it out and hang out with us.

Online Marketplace training: www.matthewrawlins.com (It's on Thinkific)
Ministry: www.brokentopleadership.com

Marketplace work: www.thegreenbench.com

email: mrawlins@mac.com



Devotions for

your mobile phone.
It has daily devotions
that will help you go
deeper with God.

It is called:

Broken Top

Click here to download


https://www.learnaholic.com/brokentop/device.html
https://www.learnaholic.com/brokentop/device.html

Other books | wrote to help Christians deepen their relationship with God.

Rediscovering Reverence
The path to intimacy

The Question
Is God good to all?

The Namer
How do | find my true identity?

Emails from Hell
Evil schemes to undermine a leader

Walked Naked into the Land of Uncertainty

3 keys for leadership into the unknown

Guardian
A journey to the heart

Humility

Emails from Heaven
An angels advice to his young apprentice.

The Long Sacred Journey:
Volume One
Reflections along the way
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These are some | wrote to help leaders in the business world.

Finding the Pain in your @ss-umptions
A leadership tale

The Green Bench
A dialogue about leadership and change

The Green Bench I

More dialogue about leadership and communication

There’s an Elephant in the Room
Discover the single most powerful tool for growth

The Lottery

A question can change a life.

Available in Amazon.com

The Race

How do you prepare yourself for the unknown?

Effective Leadership
In uncertain times

Courageous Leadership
In uncertain times

A Line Drawn in the Sand

3D Leadership

Leading well in tension and uncertainty
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