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The Presence



That sounds like some kind
of an evil thriller.

Acﬁaﬂg, it's The opposﬂé of Thail”

Bt letme begin in a smqole way



Hi Mg name is Mol
and [ am Presence -

Cha(lengeo(.



[ have a hard Time bemg fulhj Presenm life
Phgswallg

Emoﬁonallg

Diellectally —
PiV‘i ua 9

I Tm honest™ T would have 1o admit™ that T am a coward df heart:

But- [m changjing thal






Igofa Ph). 1o Ty and figure Toul
Also, o cover up my insecurily

You do know you are
not supposed to admit that?



[ have a parTof me Thal says
‘I have 1o show up.

Thaits The only way [ will know i [ am alive”

[ looked around 1o see
i ofirers are slruggling wilh this.



Cveryone is preoccupied
with social medio
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LETSSTARTWITH HIM



GOD IS LOVE

Love makes space for,
and welcomes you
Into their “presence”

(od summons me To be fully presentTo lfe
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[ve heard of people like:

Augustine Bonhoeffer Francis of Assisi Mother Teresa

They changed the world by being present.
Igef it that God warnis them 1o show up.

B ME?



Does That make sense 1o you?

Is his justmy own insecurify?

Or do ofirers siruggle as much as [ do??



Whait about Those in the Bible who have gone before me?

Adam and Eve hide
from the presence of God.

Cain turns violent rather

than face his brother’s
Moses doesn’t want to presence.

show up to face Pharoah.

Aaron makes a golden
calf so that he can show
up before the people
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Elijah flees for his life
and hides in a cave.

Israel refuses to show up
In the promised land

because there are giants
David kills Uriah to in there.

protect himself because
he showed up with
Bathsheba.

These are hero’s of the faith, V‘ig“ K



And The hsTgoes on, and on, and on, and on, and on, and..

There is a long hislory of Tailure in how we show up.

Exacﬁg, w‘ng The boffer?
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Blare alhers

e
Plag e vidi

Ll oei Ty wholemes




He found a shocking way 1o show us how importart showing up is T Him

HE Emptied Himself

of power

and came to live among

us.

2



2



s That even possﬂole?



He didn’t define Himself by His culture.’

Cullare is Like the clothes we wear
Thot make us “normal” 1o offrers.

Trallows us 1o fitin and belong.

Jesus knew the cutfare of His day

and celebrated i bul pul The kinga(om
of (od firstwhen Wneg claghed



Each culture has certain things that you do or don't do. ’

In Singapore

v You donTwear your shoes in The house.

v You Tink of The group before self

v You donﬁi’p

v Stand on the lefside of the escalafor.

v Don'ecredle rehgious Tension. Donﬂorgd:’
v Tredfyour elders wilh respect No cheuwing qum,



Mamg of The above are small things Thalshow you are a partof the culfave.

Jewish culfare of His day had much havsher rules than these
And Jesus clashed with them when they didn'tvepresentthie presence of God
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He washed His disciples’ feet.

DUIS"Q, dirty, slinking feel
No one with any “presence’ sioops Thait low
Unless your presence

is nol defined
by staitus in sociely,
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He talks with a Samaritan woman.

Race, gender, mavital sfafus
didn T define who He was

Preserﬂ'lc') or made room for.
The lowestof the low.

[s someone searc‘aing?
Jesus is fully presentTo

Them in Their search.
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So far His presence is not defined by:

Cultural norms

Role or status

A social outcast

30
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He is fully presedt
in ThafHe values,
is engaged with and
deeply cares for
e people avound Him

Butis not defined bg Them.



Can you ima

ine
a leader of o cchh
leffing This happen 150(3‘ ?w

0
B OJO" \WoWy
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He didn't compete with others.

Compefon says [ have
P[qae somefhing To prove
someliing To jusy
i NOV‘m‘.BSS. (my exislence).

[iisggiven
c@ﬂi@ [ waritcffrers 1o know

[ am powerful and
[ am betler than them
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The scribes would challenge Jesus,

“Whose auTﬁov'ﬂg do you have?”

T befgou can'tdo a miracle here and now!”

He had nothing to prove but everything to
reveal to those who wanted to see.

He gave up how others viewed or defined Him
(His reputation), as His only desire was to be
fully present with the Father.
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He didn’t allow His nature to define Him.

Socie19 says my presence is defined by my body,
How [ look maifters!

[saiah 532

Tells of Jesus’ appearance:

For He grew up before Him like a
Tender shoot”

And like a rootoul of parched ground
He has no sfately form or majesty
Thait we should look upon Him,

Nor appearance thal we should be
affracled o Him



Keeping it simple.

Jesus could choose whailever body He wariled 16 show up in
He chooses one Thatis bland, boring, plain and simple
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Awe Come on.
2
Does the man have no vanily NOPE

You could walk vi f"past Him

and nofhing abou His appearance

would appealﬁ you
Buﬁﬁeg felt Hiifpresence and

knew He was different

3
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He wasn't afraid to show His feelings.

He weeps in public He is angry dfthose who He is moved with
abuse The grace of (od. compassion for The

poor and hurling,
He is fully rlresenfwﬂ"h His whole mind, body, soul. and sfrengh.

is presence was expressed through iall

How can a ‘man’ do That™?
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[ Took me 40 years To be able 1o cry
with feo le who are thi'm‘l.l

and [ stll have a reserve when [ do it

Iprefer nof 1o show emofions, which

T
means [ prefer nof o be fully present \,eTS “J %e

oo "XSOM\.
00 ¥ Thaitlite reveldton hurts, but T

realize bemg reszrﬂ'requires bemg

vulnerable wﬂg my emofions



S L S N

Judas, whait a scumbarg



Kick him ouf Jesus and make him pay.



A reflective break
How profected is

Your Presence?

Mg friend HT is an arfist

and [ include some of his
work To gjve us a break
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He wasn't hurt when others didn't serve Him.

If anyone, at anytime,
anywhere in the world
should have been
served, it was Jesus.

938‘48 Sho
He showed up with ,,D Tuu halve ShOMEd aﬁhem,
a desire To serve, Oh You know who I 9
honour and respect people. am:
Thait atfitude prolecled
Him from being destroyed

in His inferactions with us.
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(1)

It's crazy

He sets the bar so high
for being fully present.

Ia(idnTsag This was going To be a pleasant journey, did [?

[ surely am notsaying [ can do this.

[ am justlooking for someone with the goods who can show me THE WAY
Shall we labour on?



Ethe ,,
l«ms,,,,,,
OI lminﬂin?or&'

esStieYuasylempledjiofcalfontvelanselsyiofsavestiim
fibecauseyijexcnoosel ovetover: power



[ have no experience wilh This Type of presence.
[ crave for power and fear weakness.

This bittte rages in me for how 1o be present (wih power).
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Who dares show ut
?

when Theg are weo
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He did not strive to “prove” who He was.

He is the only unbroken, whole, \/ET He didn’t clothe Himself
perfect human being in the with arrogance, acting like
history of our broken world. He was better than us or

putting us down.

bl B
ol o
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REFLECTION

[ find mgseh‘ dirawn To This
sitange "light" thal T see in Him

Afthe same Time [ am nota silly mofh and
[ know the flame of it will kill me.

X



Toke a bredth and relax

for a moment

Whatis sfirving in you?

What would Tmean for God 1o be fuug presenitin your (ife?

o4



95

He didn't define His presence by His possessions.

He was as poor as any

He who possesses all things, person who walks the
gave up those possessions earth today. Yet, He was
and was fully present while more present than the
owning nothing. richest person alive.

aweScomelonyiluculaoitisflaviyly
Whalisyeluselotlhativy § dhore learnifseelyculuitality




He gave up being God,
so none of these had any appeal to Him.

56



57

He sought out people who were not perfect.

His circle of friends consisted of fishermen, a tax collector,
a nationalist and more.

Even a strange prophet \
has space in His heart. persont
: ke @ S\’vw V
(John the Bae’tls\;())vwﬂoo\as Lk ol SN and

W was weatin9

o ugs 1



They are C

| identi

OWARDS at heart.

ify with them.
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IF'seems e only iing That will keep Him from coming 1o us

and making space for us is our own belief thal

This 19|oe of PRESENGE could notexist
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Jesus doesn’t do Magic,

it is a relationship.

60




He didn't define Himself by what others thought.

Seeing them straining at the oars,

for the wind was against them,

at about the fourth watch of the night
He came to them, walking on the sea;
and

He intended to pass by them.

Mark 6:48

WO WA
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Who in the history of humanty
has walked on water and didn'tcare

if offrers knew aboutit?



[ donTwantHim o be human.
[ wanitte make Him different -

8o [ donHeel the crushing weighfof my own inadequacy
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He knew being present begins within.

He was always working to help those
around Him to be present.

He always started within and wanted them
to work from the heart.

He called out those who used the name of
God but only focused on the outside...

Wit e ] o byead o s
merﬁmmm
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=

His sivongestwords are reserved for Those who
have the arpearance of bein preserﬂ'in God
butare only inferested in loozmg good To the

presence of those avound Them.
T T am honest that was the basis

of my ‘goodness’ for a good porﬁon of my (ife.
IlooZeg good on The ou%ide wiTﬁoqueaUng

willh issues on The inside.
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What you Saw This man
knocking df your door?

This is what our religious defences

look like to God.




His words were as clear as

the heart they came from.

He was the first human being to speak His
whole life from the heart.

Every word rooted in the values of His life
in the presence of God dwelling in Him.

There was no deceit in His words,
so they knew exactly what He thought
and felt about life and His presence in it.
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His words were in perfect and complete alignment with His presence in every situation.




His reverence was for God alone.

Isaiah 11:3

And He will delight in the fear of the Lord,
And He will not judge by what
His eyes see,

Nor make a decision by what
His ears hear;

He loved people
He valued people.
ButHe didnTlefthem define His presence.
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John 2:24

But Jesus, on His part, was
not entrusting Himself to
them, for He knew all men,

He is among) us, loves us and
values us and 9e1,'doesn1'l?us1'us?
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SUMMARY

He was more impressed with
what God thought
than what people thought.

|

He worked with people
who didn’t have their act together.

|

He always spoke from the heart.

n
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Philippians 2:5- (MSG)

Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself.

He had equal status with God but didn't think so much of himself
that he had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter what.
Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity
and took on the status of a slave, became human!

Having become human, he stayed human.

It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim special privileges.

Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life...



Okay, let’s cut to the chase.

n



The CROSS

As if the above challenges are not enough.
He takes being present to a whole new level.

He Empﬁea( Himself

He Took on all our fears

14
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He Took on all our brokenness.
He Took on all our pain and suffering.

EvergTﬁing thal keeps us from being present
He Took iton Himselt

He who knew no sin,
Took iton Himself and became i
so Thait we donThave o fear Tanymore






He didntcome To judoe us

He came 1o show us how far

we have drifled away from His purpose for us.

His purpose was 16 LOVE US and in Thai love
we could be fullg presenit o all of life

T



The Terrif ing Truth is That™ we were made

To live as Jesus did among us.

Noﬂhmg shorTof Tl will make us happy.

f

o

8



But [ Gan' Do it

Welcome to the
Human Race.

\ou are notalone. None of us can

YET

19
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Here is how To move forward,

82
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C. S. Lewis said it this way:

Of his great humility He chose to be
incarnate in a man of delicate sensibilities
who wept at the grave of Lazarus

and sweated blood in Gethsemane...

(Otherwise)

We should also have missed

the all-important help of knowing that

He has faced all that the weakest of us face,
has shared not only the strength of our nature
but every weakness of it except sin.
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Thanks for
lisEning.

Please come and check it out and hang out with us.

Online Marketplace training: www.matthewrawlins.com (It's on Thinkific)
Ministry: www.brokentopleadership.com

Marketplace work: www.thegreenbench.com

email: mrawlins@mac.com



Devotions for

your mobile phone.
It has daily devotions
that will help you go
deeper with God.

It is called:

Broken Top

Click here to download


https://www.learnaholic.com/brokentop/device.html
https://www.learnaholic.com/brokentop/device.html

Other books | wrote to help Christians deepen their relationship with God.

Rediscovering Reverence
The path to intimacy

The Question
Is God good to all?

The Namer
How do | find my true identity?

Emails from Hell
Evil schemes to undermine a leader

Walked Naked into the Land of Uncertainty

3 keys for leadership into the unknown

Guardian
A journey to the heart

Humility

Emails from Heaven
An angels advice to his young apprentice.

The Long Sacred Journey:
Volume One
Reflections along the way
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These are some | wrote to help leaders in the business world.

Finding the Pain in your @ss-umptions
A leadership tale

The Green Bench
A dialogue about leadership and change

The Green Bench I

More dialogue about leadership and communication

There’s an Elephant in the Room
Discover the single most powerful tool for growth

The Lottery

A question can change a life.

Available in Amazon.com

The Race

How do you prepare yourself for the unknown?

Effective Leadership
In uncertain times

Courageous Leadership
In uncertain times

A Line Drawn in the Sand

3D Leadership

Leading well in tension and uncertainty



89



	Button 1: 


