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Hu My name is Mat"
[ love quesfions.



Ihaven‘l‘alwags loved quesfions

When [ was in firsTgrade, the school
[ affended gave me an [Q fest

Mg score Said [ was

borderline Merﬂ&ﬂg Retarded

Bl Myinfals
,. . M R seemed appropriaﬂé




[ was frustrated with school for
many years [Fwasn 't because

[ lacked the ability, iTwas
because [ quesfioned Things.

for example: My sixth grade
Teacher said the moon didnT
come oul during The day,

Iques'li'oned her because [ had

seen i before. Ifinallg walked
ouf of class o find The moon and

prove she was wrong,



[ didnearn much in school. [ justdid Tie minimum
When Igoﬁa college,
IgonrusWaﬂéd and finallg

In my earlier ebook [ wrote on my

struggle wifh Tension and uncerlainfy,

Whait T didn TTell you was one of The
skius Ideveloped in The midstof all That

uncerlairity was a very useful skill
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It was sparked by a question:

N &
What is the first thing a\/ Ve .
God did after we humans, « \ =~
rebelled and createda”/ + —/ Ty
broken world? & -
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8They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden
inthe cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the
garden.

> Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to him,

9 He said, “l heard the sound of You in the garden, and | was
afraid because | was naked:; so | hid myself.”

""" And He said,

Genesis 3:8-11



Does God need 1o ask quesfions?




BufHe does.

Whg? [Hascinefed me.

Buitfirstwe mustlook o
the quesfions He asks.
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[Fis ques1i'on aboul” COHEXT-

(od is nof asking, which Tree
are you hiding behind as if

He didnTknow. 6




Like a jigsaw puzzle: by looking atonly one piece you can'
Tell whalpartof the puzzle pictave ifis. Only by seeing all
e pieces Togellrer can we know for sure

how tha one piece fils.

The pictare gjives you a corlextTo
know where The single piece belongs



7 “This is the judgment, that the
Light has come into the world, and
men loved the darkness rather than
the Light, for their deeds were evil.
20 “For everyone who does evil hates
the Light, and does not come to the
Light for fear that his deeds will be
exposed.

John 3: 19-20



Spiritual darkness:

Is a refusal to define the
meaning of our life based
on a context of God at the
center of it.




Everg parerhas walked ino a corfext where

Their child is doing something They know They
shouldnTbe doing.

Without the pavents presence, Their child could
justty Their aclions, bul"as soon as The parvenl”
shows up, The conext"of The situafion is radically
differentand They know They ave in Trouble



e

Who are you lisﬁnmg To?

Truth is relational

[Tis always referenced and found

in and Tarough velaionship.



The deeper meaning of
the word “obedience”

actually listening.




Because we are made in
His image, God has given us
freedom to make choices.

That includes the authority to
govern our own lives.

But He has established other
authorities, and He recognises
we need wisdom from others.
They know what we don’'t know
and can help us.






God delegates to people
the choice of who and how
they want to be governed.

Purpose: To create and
maintain justice for
as many as possible.



The Church

A community of believers
who model the truths of God.!

P \rposi: To be God's voice
world.







Neithier Adam nor Eve

answered The
“Who Told you thatyou O

weke nakeg” quesTion. /LP /\m
[seems oo raim‘ul ,] X\

for Them To face.
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The Third and final quesfion We now come 1o choices,
Slewardship and The need for personal accourilaibilify,

Imusfgive an accourt of my life.

Purpose: personal responsibilify



PLEASE NOTE:

Until you have clarified
the context and who
has what authority,
personal responsibility
Is confusing at best and
iIrrelevant at its worst.




They defined their own context
(outside of God) and tried to avoid the light.

They were silent and didn't expose

their new relationship with the devil. /‘\m

Adam had the audacity to blame God.
Eve blamed the devil.

They don't take responsibility
for the actions.



Whose presence defines life?

Who are you Elking and islening To?
Who has your eatr?

In hg('ﬂ'of The above, what are you sTEwarding?
bi(ﬂg’?”

i

hait do you consider is ‘my responsi




Welcome to a Where humanty refuses 1o
| define The corilextof (ife will

(od dfthe center of it

. Where everyone and
anyone claims aufhorily
and refuses (God's.

Where everyone is a victim
and refuses any sense of
Thheir own responsibilily
for who They are.







God moHel
or lives out 1
everythlng i
HE asks us
to do. R




What does God do
with all His power?

(od uses 1o credies space
for us To grow

Tn essence He empoulers us

[ eaders ask questions To

empouer Those Theg are Serving
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What is that In
your hand?

Exodus 4:2

Moses has a “stick” in his
hand and God is going 1 use
it 1o Take on The lavgestarmy

of The day,

(od desires you 1o use

whaityou have. Nofwhat”
ottrers Think you should have

or whal you wanf o have.

He is a realistand works

wilh whatis in your hands.
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ff you canTask questions, you will never own
The oulcome.

(od's priority is for us 1o own leward) our (e

our world and whatwe have in our hands.
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\ou canThink. learn, discover or even be
curious willioul questions.

(od is a raifional God and knows That
all thinking will eventaally lead To Him.



Is it time for you yourselves to
dwell in your paneled houses
while this house lies desolate?

Haggai 1:4

The Jewish exiles who have refarned from
Babglon S00N fov'zefGod and His role in

Their nafion. ]Iqeg ave pul Their own ease

and comfort above The Task of rebuilding
a Space for (God
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(od is for The richesTqualiy of life and inviles us
info Thait depth with him. The way we do This
is Tarough asking each olfrer questons.
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We are made in The image of a creafive God.

One of the Ways we credle is by queﬂi’oning
and using The questions To explore.

What .2

(od Loves creaiiuity and inviles us irfo that”
with The use of questions.



What are you doing here, Elijah?
1 Kings 19:9

The roghefhas jusThad a gredfviclory over her pagan priests,

buthe slarls feeling sorry for himself over her new threat

Tn his weariness and confusion, Eliiahr loses perspective on who (od is.
He runs off and hides in a cave. E{/en al our lowesfpoint'lhe Lord

pursues us wilh hope and comforl”
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(od knows, bulhe wanls us 1o discover

and so makes room for us 1o quesfion

(od is the mosWans]garenTand

vulnerable being in The universe.

He inviles us 1o model Him.



Why is it that

The foolishness of one man causes

}'lolllj have Z)oshua16 quesfon bis leadership.
altien on
your face? God sefs b traigit Yes. one of hs
|- men slole ,‘«3 e, i needs To
PoUE be deallul Bufgmﬂs no reason To
think uo g e a failure.
Your spi ; al anguish wonTchange it

Gef«tp eal m*ﬂ'

4 .
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If you qo o a conflict God's priory is relafionship.
knowinqrall fhe answers, He wanils us To have The same

i doesn Tsolve The conflicl prioriy.

Two people who are feuding \ou may know The answer,
musT discover Truflis Togefler  bul'you mustcreale a space for

for a conflictto be solved Them 1o discover iTfor themselves.



Can these bones live?
Ezekiel 37:3 ‘

Ina valley of bones where e
We are confronled with ot ,,
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If vou wani o change someone's focus,
all you have 16 do is help them change
The questions They ave asking

(:har\ged to

(rediles a very differentfocus.



Do you have good
reason to be angry?

Jonah 4:4 g

(God forgivés The Ninevites and Jonah is angry,

He is more concerned aboulhis image as a prophel

Than The People of The cﬂg.
Tris almostas i God is saying, “Come lelus

reason 16ge1her.” This process requires quesTions
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God is encouraging Jonah 1 ook dfhis motives in This.

He models 16 all leaders thdlasking questions is vital
To a healfiny model of who (od is in Them

| eaders ask difficullquesfions To geﬁé The heartof the issue.



Why are you crying Moses sees The Ked Sea before

out to Me? gnd The Eb?gpﬁans behind hiv1n_.
. an you hear him crying oul
Exodus 14:15 O aoa(. Oh God Oh”Goa. Helpl

Help me! Help us!. Please..

Moses knew where They were
oing and whatThey needed
% do. He stTneede To move

forward and God would meet
Them as They slepped ouf'in faifh
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We are noﬂhmkmg WOPkiVIg wﬂh gow fee(m S iS

credtures Thoil feel vilal To who we were made To

We are feelin be. One of The ways you learn

credlures Thaﬂﬂthmk To work wifh your feelings is by
realising The power of questions

and how They affectyour fee(mgs.

(God has feelings and wans us o
enjoy Them, not be W‘apped by Them



Who is this that
darkens counsel
by words without
knowledge?

Job 38:2

Job has broualitoulhis
argumerﬂ'ana? wanis To sfand
Toe—To-Toe with (od as i God

is his peer and is accouritable

To him.

Once Job 9¢ls a small Tasle
of (od's vasfgreaﬂﬁess

he realises his mistake

and is undone.

Job’s pain and arqument”
have a (o of emotions in Them.
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Qur Uttle minds can only hold so much informafion. The brain
spends Time Trying o figure oulwhail informafion il doesn Treed

ram ways iTdoes This is by realismg you donTcare

aboul somelhing because you ave nofasking questions abouf -

Whaﬂ'gou are questioning, the mind will keep for you



The question Jesus most frequently asked
in all four Gospels is,

“Wheitdo you wanl me To do for you?”




Whata beaufiful example of Jesus amongstus o serve us

and meel us where we are.

Whatever you need in your life, Jesus will meel you There

and Touch you where you ave hurfing

He hopes as a resullTyou will then walk info greater light™
of who God is and how much He loves you
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Askmg a quesfion is a way To invile people
To heqo you or work wifl You on Prqject

[Tis a way for you To communicale o Them
Thalyou desire a relalionship wih them and

Their voice matlers To you

(God has done this with us from The beginning
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When someone asks me a quesfion, [ feel
emEowered. [is like an invitation o someﬂ"lm%I

vicher and deeper That we can discover Ege er.

When a leader asks a question, They ave looking
To empower Those They question



Who do pe e%hat | am?
Mark 8:27

\ How open are people 1o whaf God is Trying 1 do?

The names meg use To define Jesus will repreSenT

The Type of relalionship They wanfTo have wilk Him
Prophel Jew, Human, God, Saviour, Healer.

This is a question we all musTanswer.
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Nofice Ididn'l'sag “rightl”™ question
A righiquestion assumes There is only one “right™ question

There are many ways 1o ask The same quesfion



For what will it profit
a man if he gains
the whole world

and forfeits his soul?

Matt 16:26
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If the quesfion 9¢ls you The informafion F?ou need

while mairilaining o re(aﬂi'onship, iCis effechive.

Too broad a question leaves a chance for The ofher
person To respond in a 100 diﬂererﬂ'wags.

Too narrow a quesfion Limifs your chance To learn
somefling you need 1o know.



Do you think | came
to bring peace?

Luke 12:49

Jesus is Talking aboufbeing ready for God 1o show up.

He warls them T be aware of whatis going on avound Them.

He wans them To rethink Their idea of peace

and lving in @ broken world
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Don'task leading questions.
]heg are usually sialemenls in disquise.
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DonTgeTaU e?o - cerlered and engage offers

S0 You can Tell Them whalyou have done.



PRBRRE b es

Why do you call me good?

v

Mark 10:17

Jesus goes 1o The hearTof The issue
All good Tﬁings come from Qod. Either Jesus is

(od on display or there is no goodness in Him
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[Fean make people defensive because
wih Tyou are questioning Their molive.
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They usually slartwifl Can, Wil They creale boxes and
Should, Gould, Ave, s and end often judgements
with a Yes or No answer.

They vequire (itite thinking,
meg can easily polarise as

ey look for cerfainty



How are you afasking quesions

in The midstof Tension?

Whatis one iing you could do o build g
This capacily in you? =




N

final Thougs

We live in uncertain times. The skill
we need most in these times is the
ability to ask questions.

Christians should be able to teach
the world how to ask questions
because our Father has taught us
how important it is.




(God models asking questions 1o us
He asks Tiree quesfions o show us how o engage (ife
Where are you? Who Told you.? Have you edfen..?

(aood quesfions vequire Thinking and the discipline of self - examinafion. SE

| eaders ask questions as a way 15 serve

the people They are called To —a

i i
=
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Online Marketplace training: www.matthewrawlins.com (It's on Thinkific)
Ministry: www.brokentopleadership.com

Marketplace work: www.thegreenbench.com

email: mrawlins@mac.com
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Devotions for

your mobile phone.
It has daily devotions
that will help you go
deeper with God.

It is called:

: \ Broken Top

Click here to download

VTN


https://www.learnaholic.com/brokentop/device.html
https://www.learnaholic.com/brokentop/device.html

Other books | wrote to help Christians deepen their relationship with God.

Rediscovering Reverence
The path to intimacy

The Question
Is God good to all?

The Namer
How do | find my true identity?

Emails from Hell
Evil schemes to undermine a leader

Walked Naked into the Land of Uncertainty

3 keys for leadership into the unknown

Guardian
A journey to the heart

Humility

Emails from Heaven
An angels advice to his young apprentice.

The Long Sacred Journey:
Volume One
Reflections along the way

75



These are some | wrote to help leaders in the business world.

Finding the Pain in your @ss-umptions
A leadership tale

The Green Bench
A dialogue about leadership and change

The Green Bench I

More dialogue about leadership and communication

There’s an Elephant in the Room
Discover the single most powerful tool for growth

The Lottery

A question can change a life.

Available in Amazon.com

The Race

How do you prepare yourself for the unknown?

Effective Leadership
In uncertain times

Courageous Leadership
In uncertain times

A Line Drawn in the Sand

3D Leadership

Leading well in tension and uncertainty

76
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