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ti My name is Mai

[m a treasure huniler.




[Fean also be painful

A relative left us a small
inheritance. At the same time, a
friend came to my dad and said he
found some gold in Nevada. | used
some of the money to invest in
looking for the gold.

| suddenly got “gold fever.” |
used some of the inheritance
to buy some prospecting
equipment and headed to
Nevada. | spent all summer
digging and searching.

Sadly, | couldn't find it and
the money invested was lost.
It was a pretty painful and
humbling experience.




There is a cost™ 1o any Treasure hunl

Mel Fisher found one of

the greatest treasures of
all time when his crew
located the sunken Spanish
galleon Atocha in 1975.

But his search cost him
fifteen years of his life,
millions of dollars, and the
deaths of his eldest son and
daughter-in-law.




Mg failed search for gold TaugliTme a couple of havd lessons:




This left a mark on
my soul

and got me thinking about treasures.



Then [ remembered

When | was 19, my idea of a treasure was pretty simple.
| wanted a Camaro Z/28. | imagined myself driving it and
how others would see me in it.

So | worked, saved up and found a
two-year-old Z/28.

It was a gorgeous silver and black.
| got my keys and drove off.

To my great disappointment, no one even noticed
or cared what car | was driving.

| had tried to forget that, but it came rushing back to me
as | thought about the search for treasures.



Slowly, ever so slowly, |
realised what | wanted was a
treasure worthy of the hunt.

It took me a long time to realise that
I’d been hunting my whole life for
something that would capture my heart.



Sure, | wanted the gold for me,
but | also wanted it to change the world.

| realised:

The pain sharpened my
focus and | wanted to
understand myself better

and why | needed to hunt.

»®
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| realised another form of treasure
hunting is equally challenging.

| don’t want to live
a meaningless life.

It's two sides of
the same coin.
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| am reminded of
Solomon’s despair in his
own treasure hunt.




Meaning iS:

The language The hearTsPeaks.
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For me, a meaningless life
is a life of insignificance.

Dicﬁonarg.com InSignificarﬂ:'
& Unimportarit trifling, or pet
<5 Too small %6 be imporfani
2% OF no consequence, influence or distincfion.
25 Without weight of chavacter; corfempfible.
be Wﬂﬁoufmeanmg; meatningess:



Whether it's a Treasure huritor

avoiding a meaningless (ife:

i's a struggle will value.
The heartfinds s place only

when it knows The values involved
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4 frmay sound like [ don'twantTo use
\ « c\,P\R\ﬂ The m?nd or Thal iTis “separale” from
A €3 ’ The hearl

[ have found in my sWuggle Thal™
There is more To me Than justa “mind

and The hearTvepreserils Thal-

So when [ am struggling wih issues
of the heart [ am mclua;i)ng the

minds vifally imporfarisupport work
needed To 9e iclear.



God makes His desire for our heart very clear.

The Lord searches for those
whose heartis compleTé(y His.

[ will find God if [ search for Him
wih all my heart:

W ave 5 wach over our heartuith all dilience
Oh thatThey had such a heartin them.
[am T love (od will all my heart.
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When we are talking
about the heart,

we are talking
about value.

For where your
treasure is,
there your heart
will be also.
Luke 12:34
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Hours and hours of readma and hearTwork gave me

a very simple principle of

ow The hearfworks:

When my hearTsees somefhing of ?{'eaﬂér valve,

i says To me, choose This over some ing of lesser value.



Letme slow down here as This was a

HUGE

— W\ revelafion o me

. %@
/E&%j \V Lelme explam iin a Pradi'cal Way,




I(jve in Singapov'e ;
As [ have traveled around the globe,
Tve had 1o deal with

e, o =
< Fint

B a1y g 1 N
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LLTTL1

| i

Difterertcurrencies.
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You can choose one or e offer “bill”

which would gou choose?

IEEWES

-"J""-x
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The point is, as soon as you see a greater value,
your heart says to you, “Choose that.”
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Slow dowr...

Notice your heart (and mind) is wrestling with the choice.

Why?

Because until the value of the currency is clear,
you struggle to make a decision.
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/! /eels ke a-

Chancy

Risky

Scary

Vulnerable

Potentially embarrassing...

...choice when | don’t know the value.
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ﬂ'ge1§ compbcaﬂéd when you know Wleg have e appearance of the same value.

H_quis_o'i.s- CT

2]




(Gerilte reminder:

This is nola foreign exchange class

This is to help you see that
the decisions from the heart,
where you are...



Alln.

require a clear understanding
of the value involved.
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[ am noﬁf'aing To figure ol whai

values o choose, as in which curvency

[ am Trying To fiqure ol . J
how Tﬁ? h?aﬂ'wgv‘ks t( /

Mg hear{"needs clavi of value To

underslaind Te meaning of someliing




Until the value of
the choice Is clear,
the heart will not
own the choice it
must make.
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How does my
heart figure out

‘ what has value?
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Heve are the keg areas thoit"slood oufTo me

\;_;'fHowf..unique IS It?

The more rare somemmg S,
The more value i has.
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How beautiful is it?

~ The more beauiliful
somemmg iS T(-) me,
 The more value Thas?
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What is the quality/purity of it?
7 ik

e more. ong) laiin
and whole or wiivied

somdﬁmg is, The more

~ value {Thas To me.



How badly do | need/want it?

The more [ need or
waril someling The qrealer

The value of iTis To me Contasiiig
Someliimes i's really hard
To admitthe difference

belween a need and a warit
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L= Thereisa
& Huge .
chasm 35

L. now before me. &

p

God’s way of valuing things
Is so much bigger than mine.
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+

\\,.Ji
+ 4
* Just to cross our galaxy :
it would take me 75,000 years & :
traveling at the speed of light. v g :
(186,000 miles per second.) +

And that would'only be the
first second of a year long
- journey into our universe.

In my smallress,
g & [ find i very havd o dlscern o
R + "~ The True value oﬁﬁmg&
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When | consider Your heavens,
the work of Your fingers, 3
The.moon and the stars

which You have ordained:; ,
What is man that You take thought of him,
And the son of man that You care for him?

Psalm 8:3-4

+



ConSidermg The vasiness of The universe and
(od, itHeels like the o‘eepesﬂongings of my hearl

will never be answered

T Hiese Times, [ feel lonely, even desperdile

2t
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Y 1 WE NEED HELP
o

e
=5
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[ found some answers in an unexpecled place -

the Bible's book of Job. A sory aboul suffering and sorvous

Job 28:1-11 (My summary)

Wow, look at all these things humanity

*Wa{ o can do. We are amazing at finding

(8" Y28/ things of value hidden in this earth.
ol

| _— éﬁ-ﬁr— .. ,. ;ﬁh&.



Job 28:12-13a :

But where can wisdom be found?

And where is the place of understanding?
Man does not know its value.

(3od culfs Tirough all e “glory’ of
humarity and géfs vighiTo The issue. [f we
don’tknow someliing value, we are lost




When | stand back and reflect:

When [ look atThe “Wreasures” [ have soughf” [ realise

[ am easily seduced
by shiny objecls. 55

T, GRS =
i,
g
4 . ~
- i

& Iseékt fll my fear of weakness
with any form of pouer [ can find |

44
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[magjine living your whole life for one purpose or value.

Example:

My mining adverilare. Imagme [ qotmore and more engaged and spent
my whole ife mining as much go?d as | could

fioancd
\r‘loukd’(ha‘\'gwe my life stgn\f\cance

5 <7 How much gold would be enough
15 Vahddté mg hear‘l"

F I didn'thaye any gold, would thqt

: Make me a failure as a hymay?
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Now imagjine me dragaing all The gold [ have gatiered from my
life o heaven with me.

As T walk irifo Heaven, [ see the gaﬂé made oul of one pearl

[ see the stiecls paved wilh gold and
[ look it the values [ have Lived by

Whait would T be thinking or
feeling as [ walked before
(od To defend my hear??



Job 28:23-28
2 God understands its way, And He knows its place.
% “For He looks to the ends of the earth
And sees everything under the heavens.
2 “When He imparted weight to the wind
And meted out the waters by measure,

6 When He set a limit for the rain

And a course for the thunderbolt,

 Then He saw it and declared it;

He established it and also searched it out.
28 “And to man He said,

‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; /@ :

And to depart from evil is understanding.’
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f .

Is i possible thafGod did the searching for me

/,
50 Thal'in my limitations, [ donThave 16?

He bridged the gap.

He offers us infinite
insight into the hearts longing.



Sorwj, et me slow down. [ am searching The universe and juspushing on.

[ am a Teacher alheartand when [ gelfocused on an issue

[ am siruggling o undersiand, [ somefimes forgefTo breafr..

Slow down Maﬂ'

Breaﬂhe

49



50
Remind me:

What are we searching for?

/:‘ o Whait does the heartneed 1o

\ 2 be caplared, passiondle and
- " ’  secure in for (ifeTo have

{ g

" purpose and meaning?

y i



Summary:

God has “searched out” the universe._
He has'turned over every rock

and looked into every planet, star,
galaxy, dark hole or system out there."

His statement to us is simple:




God is the most Valuable
. thing in the universe. .

‘ é
T !

S

He is IT. Ry
There is no other.’

e @




Her.‘e'are four reasons
why | can make such a
clear statement.




1. The uniqueness of God

Deuteronomy 4:39
Know therefore today,
and take it to your heart,
that the Lord, He is God in heaven
above and on the earth below;
there is no other.

One of a kind

b
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2. The awesome beauty of God

1 Chronicles 16:29
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name;
Bring an offering,
and come before Him;
Worship the Lord in holy array.

To those who caifch a Umpse of who He is
They ave capfivaled and fall down in worship.
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3. His unequalled purity

Psalm 90:2
Before the mountains were born
Or You gave birth to the earth and the world,
Even from everlasting to everlasting,
You are God.

A5

Alosohﬂélg pure and wihoul an end
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4. He iIs the source of life, and we need Him

Colossians 1:16-17
16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.
'7He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

He holds the malerial world Togefier.
[ would say we need Him, badly,



It seems the remaining question that we have to answer is,

Do we want Hm?

Sorry, I can'tanswer That quesfion for you
[ can only answer i for myself
[fs notas easy as i sounds living in a broken world.
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He is the most
valuable Being
In the universe.

God is not selfish,
He is humble.

He sees the whole picture.



~ Value of God

f, Value of a humanity

Which is bigger?



~ Value of God

ou be more inferesled in?

61

f Value of a humanity

v
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My hearthad 5 answer.

[Fis notthat donThave value.

[Fis just it donThave The infine value God does

Therefore. [ should place Him, this heart His life. akead of my own
Thatis Thhe wisestchoice [ can make.

[ have value because [ am made in the image of (od



He has given us the deepest, richest,
wisest answer to the question of the heart.

HIMSELE



Let’s visit the New Testament
to underscore the point.
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Matthew 13 44 46

and buys that field.
“ “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
a merchant seeking fine pearls,
“ and upon finding one pearl of great value,
he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

Thats pretty clear:




Philippians 3:8
More than that,
| count all things to be loss

In view of the surpassing value
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,

el

for whom | have suffered the loss of all things |

Paml shaves his hearl’s revelation of value amal
makes T clear whalhis chowe s




If [ can gef revelaiion of Gods value B
and my hearts need for i

as e guiding principle of e,
Twill change everyiing




Paul recognized that we
would struggle valuing
ourselves because of our
unrighteousness.

He knew the key was getting
the church to recognize that
our individual value is fully
restored in Jesus. He uses a
simple expression to help us
understand:

68



1 Thessalonians 2:12

e ) so that you would ,
#» walk in a manner worthy of the God"
. who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. )

Mmag slatle the obious -
“Wov:_ﬁ'?” s a big Tine value word

Once we gefHlis value, we lve ou in our lves. =

.
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Colossians 1:10
so that you

to please Him in all respects,
bearing fruit in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God:;

* Tomse ot mise i e e e
v e says i again




Philippians 1:27

of Christ...

Q
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How can | know
God’s will and live
in a worthy manner?

for years Tis releritess quesion nibbled
af my mind ke thie swarms of mosuiles
[ encouritered while working in Canada

[t Took me years o realise Tiis was

notonly a question for The wind

bul Twas a quesion for my heat R

12



The answer was so simple
as to be embarrassing.

Ready for it?
To trust God with my whole heart
and to live like He is worthy of my life

In everything | do.

Then do whatever | have the faith for.

F j
X
—
& ol
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The Final Revelation

The things we have valued most In
this life will be fully exposed on that
great day when the angel shouts,
“Who is worthy to open the book and
to break its seals?”

The only one worthy to represent
us before God the Father is Jesus,
the Lamb of God.



The final
“Judgement,”
Is the values of the

universe laid bare _ =

for all to see.

Including God'’s




Revelation 4:9-11 _
j'--.i;"And when the living creatures give glory and honor
and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, J
to Him who lives forever and ever,
10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him
. who sits on the throne, and will worship Him
~ who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns
before the throne, saying, ,
11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive “
__lory and honor and power; for You created all thlngs

¥




Revelation 5:8-9 >
hen He had taken the book, the four living creatures a
the twentyfour elders fell down before the Lamb, =~
ach one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense,
v which are the prayers of the saints.
- 7 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You..
=T to take the book and to break its seals;
for You were slain, and purchased for God
with Your blood men from every tribe
and tongue and people and nation.

ST S e

T

1l

L - L
AU | VM W
(71 S

e

o
-
L



5 [ can find a Treasure in God
G| Thafwil give my (e (hearD

meaning and purpose

[Tis nof"a one Time Treasure, buifa daily teasure

of seeing Him cleaver and clearer every day

The cleaver [ see His Gredtness and Goodness
e more [ discover He is worthy of my fe

_ and [ have e joy of luing ifoul”

78
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Guard your heart 4

Igoﬁl’B wailch over my hears T
quard e values [ live and love by

[ wish [ could sav this is easy, bl There
is nol o week Wmf‘zgoes by ot T am not™
challenged in This in Some way

I am going to go into this in more detail in
my next little ebook. The Kingdom at War.
You can find it at: brokentopleadership.com



—

Thanks for
hsEning. |

Online Marketplace training: www.matthewrawlins.com (It's on Thinkific)
Ministry: www.brokentopleadership.com

Marketplace work: www.thegreenbench.com

email: mrawlins@mac.com
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Other books | wrote to help Christians deepen their relationship with God.

Rediscovering Reverence
The path to intimacy

The Question
Is God good to all?

The Namer
How do | find my true identity?

Emails from Hell
Evil schemes to undermine a leader

Walked Naked into the Land of Uncertainty

3 keys for leadership into the unknown

Guardian
A journey to the heart

Humility

Emails from Heaven
An angels advice to his young apprentice.

The Long Sacred Journey:
Volume One
Reflections along the way

81



These are some | wrote to help leaders in the business world.

Finding the Pain in your @ss-umptions
A leadership tale

The Green Bench
A dialogue about leadership and change

The Green Bench I

More dialogue about leadership and communication

There’s an Elephant in the Room
Discover the single most powerful tool for growth

The Lottery

A question can change a life.

Available in Amazon.com

The Race

How do you prepare yourself for the unknown?

Effective Leadership
In uncertain times

Courageous Leadership
In uncertain times

A Line Drawn in the Sand

3D Leadership

Leading well in tension and uncertainty
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