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Hi My name is Mai

[ma grown man, and

[ve always sfruggled with being responsible.



As | grew up, | was expected
to be responsible in my
family, school and work.

(WerenTwe all?)

Bt wheil does
That mean?

To me it meant things like: Be nice. Do what others say

Show up on time. Succeed.



When | was a kid my strongest feelings were about this issue.

-\

[ can remember once as an eigli year old watking home
D from school. [ was walking with a friend and they jusTalked
abouf sharing Jesus in Sunday school The day before.

AN

AN

[ el s weight that T had 15 share the gospel and couldn™
do '] everitually Tarned %6 go home and The deep sense of ‘;‘
shame, fear and quilt T fellwas like a weigliton me

N\

[ was ing To hell for sure. (No'l'reallg, but it feltlike i)~

%



To this day, [ tll have feelings around This whole subject”

MEN!




What does my heart say about being responsible?
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J.E\;e_;l‘igda , There are so many issues oul There Tugging away
ol my emo?i'ons, demanding responsibilily
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Climate change /

/ ’?’_

Racism
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[ have friends who seem 15 do i naitarally

My friend Elifadhili and his wife Jenny
They run an organization called Zuia Trafficking for
vulnerable women and children in Tanzania.

Another friend Steve Loh

He is in charge of the Lien Centre for Social innovation
at Singapore Management University. They are
pushing businesses to be socially responsible.



As T have worked with
many differenfpeople over The years,

[ found common questions Tﬁoﬂ'grow oul of

This sfruggle with responsibilily

1"
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\What \° ne
Wil of God
tof my \fe!
D What's
the rj
- ght thin
Q : - g to do?

I
p X that?



[ see similar struggles in the Bible.

Abraham’s question




[ think of The prophefﬂeremiah.
who wrestled with it




On Thhe one side
[ accepled being responsible
AS I OTOM@V‘ as [ found i gave me a Sense of

and ad security and control
no ofher choice,

On the offrer side,

as Iahreadg saiid,

[ know [ am ging To disappoint you
so | don'Teven wantTo Ty



Ore of the nice Things aboufwrestting
wifly Tor 44 years, is Thait T have The
luxury of looking back on my sfruggles

and making sense of Them

Hopefully, as [ do that T will allow you To

do iTquicker in your life and nohave To
wail so long To gelunderslanding

(There is no need to carry shame and quilfor as
many years as [ did)



Things 9ot wonderfully
complicated when [ was 20.

[fell in love will God.

17

[ had no idea how
“dangerous” iTwas 1o awaken

a love for God within me.

To value someone more than
myself e)iposes me. | began To

see who [ really am and thal™
includes all The feelings

[ tied 1o hide.
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(od's love is vulnerable.

[Fmakes space for me and
inviles me 1o show up.

ALLAOF ME

Irequires dealing
wifln areas [ have Ticked away

and not warifed To deal with..



Igenumelg wanif 1o
be responsible,

bulmy heartfears
and fig(nﬁ it

For me e hardestpartis: How do [ OWN it?

Even as [ write Thal | have o chuckle.
[ vealise [ struggling 16 be
responSible for being responSible




Said another way

[ can'think righitly about”
responsibilify unlil [m ready To
deal with pasTirresponsibililies.

This means thal The pain of
Thinking righity aboul
responsibilily may gel worse
before iTgels beler.

2



[ can'tunderstand the lightof (od
wniil [ am willing 1o deal with The darkness within.

2



C.S. Lewis

When a man is getting better he understands
more and more clearly the evil that is still
left in him. When a man is getting worse,

he understands his own badness less and
less. A moderately bad man knows he is not
very good: a thoroughly bad man thinks he

is all right.This is common sense, really. You
understand sleep when you are awake, not
while you are sleeping...

You can understand the nature of drunkenness
when you are sober, not when you are drunk.
Good people know about both good and evil:
bad people do not know about either.
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We all have a self-perception
problem about responsibility.

From mikeysfunnies.com

| love this example | read recently.

“My friend Ann and | were eating at a
Chinese restaurant. When an elderly waiter
set chopsticks at our places, Ann made a
point of reaching into her purse and

pulling out her own pair.

“As an environmentalist,” she declared,
“| do not approve of destroying bamboo
forests for throwaway utensils.”

The waiter inspected her chopsticks.
“Very beautiful,” he said politely.
“Ivory.™

2



(God's blessing came wilh a job,
a responSibi(ﬂg To steward our world.
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Technical clarification:

You can't “give”
someone responsibility.

It is not a “thing.”

You create a space for them
to grow it in their own heart.
It becomes an expression of
who they are.

\o.’
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Responsibility =

You give something of value to
someone, it is theirs, and ask
them to take care of it.

The grealer The value,
The greafer The need for responsibility.



To give me something of great
value with no responsibility.

You would be a fool

PR for giving o me.
[ wouldn'Tknow whatto do with i




God gave us life.

We are valuable because we have the breath
of God in us, a heart with creative power.

This makes us the image of God.
A wonder with unimaginable value.

It is ours. We are responsible for it.
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The Purpose of Responsibility?

Love at™ s essence is wulnerable

ﬂ'sagsmﬁe one who is loved,
Ipufmg happiness in your hands

"T give you Tie power: in your choice 1 break my heart”

Responsibil is a fierce dtfibule thal quards/profects Tiis vulnerabiliy
Wﬂ‘houfrespomibib@ 6 guard i only a fool would love someone else.



Looi gz 9 your lifz,

rlow nas ing lacik of rasgonsivility
In vinars you lovad ajjaciad you?
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WITH VERY FEW
EXCEPTIONS,

ina ga1in In our ralaitionsnios
I3 Dacause of 2 lack of claar
rasgonsioility in gursalvas
or inosa wa waniad iv loya
or gyt loya frorm,



Humour break

A man went for a job interview

and the manager said,

“We're looking for someone who is
responsible.”

“Well I'm your man” he replied,

“In the last job, whenever anything

went wrong they said | was responsible.”

A key way 15 get clariy for responsibily

is Tarough boundares

3
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When [ am Trying o be vesponsible and There are o boundaries.

[ become responsiblefor everything (or nolling).

The weiglif or albsence of T kills me



So how does it work with God?

He starts small



A tree

(God credles boundaries in The garden Through a Tree



God put one tree in the garden with one purpose.
It was HIS tree.
All the other trees were ours.

HIS tree was there to teach us that there must
always be limits on our appetites.

[ am responSiloLe for my appe’ﬁlés and fears (my choices)
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We must build our responsibility for
“The Other” by limiting ourself.

This is nofthe loss of freedom,
butThe exprression of LOV e.

This is the image of God in us.
He did this for us and asks us to do the same.



A Responsible Leader

As God is God.

He models responsibility.
It's called righteousness.
He conveys this
primarily through

His Word.

What God says is
true, correct, accurate, right.

There are

NO

exceptions.

40



Vou can TRUST Him
wilh your whole hear

because His words
relov'eserﬂ,' reveal. express, define, (are) realﬂg.
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Summary: The Law

God expresses all we have talked about
In a very simple word = Law.

A law is a word God uses to describe
a boundary for a group of people that
must not be broken or it will cause great pain.
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°1°

God wants to keep us from pain and suffering,
so he gives us boundaries (laws)
and creates consequences to stop us from insanity.

In order to put the maximum pressure on us to be responsible,
He makes the penalty of breaking the Law as strong as possible.

DEATH

g

If you eafTire fru you wil dle!



Wnan sormaona s2ays sormaining
ane inay don’i rnaan i,
now do you viay inam?

If God said inings inzt wara noi irys,
wizit would nzwean io rlis Kingdorn?

S il il



We @@

Stole f{\@
"~ His 2)

@ 5? On a deeper level

whaf we really Siole from tim was our lfe.

“ B @ Q Thaitis called vebellion a



We Broke The Law.



We can no longer be trusted
with a vulnerable love.
Our heart has turned away
and wants to hide.

We don’t want to talk about it.

NoTbemg willing To Tatk abouf”

heartissues is the essence of darkness

47



How did we respond
when (od asked us 1o

own our choices?
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Adam

Denied responsibility

Eve
Refused responsibility

The devil

made me do i

" 2o ——The woman QU
A b:b gave me . ..




He blamed his brother for
making him look
Irresponsible.

Cain

Rather then
own his heart,
he killed

his brother.

50



Sarah

She took responsibility
(when she shouldn’t have).

She blamed herself

for being childless and

tried to fix the problem

by giving her maid to Abraham.
Then she got angry when

he had a child with the maid.

\ou can almosthear Abraham mumbling,
"You Tll. me whait ™5 do and tien et maap when [ do "




He shirked responsibility.

He blamed his brother
for “deceiving” him,
but he carelessly sold
his birthright

for a bowl of soup.

Tis amazing how “selechive”
our memory is abou?'ﬁmgs (ike this

Y]

Esau
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Ran from responsibility. Nation of Israel

The people

refused God’s direction

for the Promised Land and
ended up wondering around

iﬂn the desert for 40 years.

There are whole
communiies / noitions

Tl efuse responsibiliy



It's a l00000000000000000000000000N( list.

Saul blames David
David kills Ulrialh
To cover up his irresponSibi(ﬂg.
So(omons (ife becomes
meaninaless as he convemerﬂtg
forgeﬁ%as respon&bllﬂg Wi

hundreds of woman and unfoithomable weallh

o4



= Victims at heart
Sy Ty -
%3% Every human is quick

= ) To oin?'oumose who are o
irresfaomible cruel or urjust M%@

Bufalas, we are just
as quick 6 play e viclim role

A 1\

= and exempl ourselves
§v&# from responsibiliiy @
al

= for our own broken deeds *
| \\\(t
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We act like God is
stupid and blind.

He's NOT



s hhe whole poirlof The Sory
To Tell us we don'twariTo be

responSible?

Okag,

[ gel T s

97



Image of God

WB Ve gohssues wﬁh respons.bdﬂg
and we donTwanTT know it

i A

Welcome to the Human Race



ed

R Now What?

r 2
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Strangely, God has not given up on us.



Has God stopped loving us?




Has God stopped responsible?




Respons.bdﬂg is iow more imporfanf than ever

He is nngomg To Take the easy wag oul”

PR iy ﬁggkﬂ Mm
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Can you jzal ing cnallangs
God I3 conironiad wiin?

It I3 noi 2) quasiion of gowar,
all ina gowar in inz univarss
c2nnNol 122 39113903 rasgonsiola,
It I3 21 quasiion of loya,
rl2 loyas us dagoly and wanis o nales us,
(Sz1v2 uz)



Now He mus figure oul a new, deeper, more

challengjing way 1o Teach us The imporiance of responsibiliiy.

He slards over.

This will Take Tousands of years. te is in no hurry



God chose a Man

66

To Teach v'esponSibi(ﬂ' (God
slared wilh an indiw«?ual

He chose @ man,

A qod are il man s
Abraham

And invites bim inle a vadical lfe of foill
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God gave them laws.

He gave them 10 Commandments,
which was the moral law.

This grew into civic laws that

governed the daily social life of the Jews.

This also grew into the ceremonial laws
which governed the sanctuary.

Then the Rabbis” penned their own laws
based on the Ten Commandments.
It grew to 613 laws.

68



(God is 9oing To work frrom The oufSide in.
This is a much slower and harder roule

buitwe (eft™ Him with no dther choice



These “models” to the world show how an
Individual or nation can thrive if they are responsible.

He gave us laws not to ruin our fun, but to help us see
that if our heart was responsible, how we might live.



God tells us story after story to inspire us.
There are a few who make it a few short steps and
express the beauty of life through these actions.

| -

<\' < ;
v - v
/ \
/\
=

The Problem is

‘ There is no one
righteous

o (responsible)
.

(Romans 3:10)

n



As | read the Old Testament
| see that we are cunning,
creative, deceptive and

avoid the light any chance\
we can get. \

/N
o fe

‘

Okay, all [ have 15 do is look around me and [ can see ot

n



73

We need help.
Our hearts are corrupt.

)

God took an unimaginable
step and did the
unthinkable to teach us
about responsibility.

The whole.poiritof Tie L AW was noto make us good bu 15 reveal our heart o us



God became a Man

Radical
(ufside the box
unique, NO limils
Higl Risk
A mySlery, wrapped in a dilemma

He emplied Himself of pouder.



He came to earth to
teach us the heart of God
for being responsible.

* See e ebook, Jesus, Fully PreseritTs ook dfhe power of His Ufe among us.
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He came to die.

He suffered and died
aking responsibilty for MY vebellion

[ mustslow down and reflecton
His urithinkable sacrifice
with The eyes of my heart”

For His deatn will speak of
responsibily in ways thal

[ canncteven dream of gl

76



Though He was / is The
Almiglity Elernal King of tie Universe

He emp1i'eo( Himself of all Tﬁaﬂ'power
(see Philippians 2.

71



His Death on a Cross

hatcould Thaif possibly accomplish?



To make sense of it.
You must understand how much God values responsibility.

He knows the beauty of a relationship can only be found
in a vulnerable love.

No siFanger ale wil ever be old on eart



Jesus

In Him we see a perfect union of
responsibility and vulnerability.

responsibilly . o [ wulnerabiliy



separation, isol: and and death.




By Faith

We receive a new heart,
grafted in by Jesus

We exchange our
iIrresponsibility for
His responsibility.
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°1°

A new Man, Nation and Law is given.

Jesus is e new Adam
The Bodg of Christis a new nafion

(arace reiores the heariTo responsibiliiy
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Radical heart surgery

(Jod's primary go)al is il the same.
He wanils To make us responsible.
Able 1o ProEcﬁﬁe wlnerable love thif we all deeplg long for

Now we dontearn it [is a free il gratled in by faill



Why it is so important.

For not knowing about
God'’s righteousness
and seeking to establish
their own, they did not
subject themselves to

the righteousness of God.

Romans 10:3

86
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For | am not ashamed of the gospel,
for it is the power of God for

salvation to everyone who believes...
For in it the righteousness of God
Is revealed from faith to faith; ...

Romans 1:16-17



.\
Here are some Thin
[ have Siruggled wi%sn

_
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Fear of Man

[ am move ofraid of what™
people will Think Than whal
(God will think

My responsibil© is more
rooled in the fear of man

Than the fear of God
[am slowly changing tis
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[ must™ have a cdlegory of The
hings [ am nofvesponsible for i
Wle oTﬁerTwa ca1égories areTo

onsible
make sense o me.

nsible
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Guilt Shame

somelling specific Who [ am is wrong and There is
[ have done wrong notliing [ can do aboul Tt

[ can repentand chanoe \ As Ioan"l'change me
\ /ﬁ [ am damned jusor
—— being me fs a lie




Works

[warit prove how responsible [ am

and Tus avoid The painful grace part

[ donTwaniTo be indebited o God

Iis figt daily 16 die To my
eed 1o “jusiy” myself and T
receive an infimoile love Thoi

[ didnTearn.
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Now the real work begins.

The grafted heart of Jesus
must grow deep roots and
slowly transform us into a
vulnerable community

who can express God’s love
to a dying world.



One nagging thought that still comes to us who are
seeking to be responsible and please the Lord

“‘Have [ done enough. ’

My mind says,
“JusCa liftte bitmore.




Guard your heart and
the things it treasures.

The day | become responsible
for things | don't value,

Is the day my righteousness
becomes worthless.
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What am | responsible for?

| am responsible to be
who God made me to be in Christ.

| am responsible to love my neighbours,
reflecting to them the image of Christ.

| am responsible to receive from God
all that He has for me and to then use it
in ways that my faith stirs me to so that

| can bless the body of Christ and my nation.

96



Is God Responsible?

“The Rock! His work is perfect,

For all His ways are just;

A God of faithfulness and without injustice,
Righteous and upright is He.”
Deuteronomy 32:4

97



_ﬂaanks for
» emng ]

Online Marketplace training: www.matthewrawlins.com (It's on Thinkific)
Ministry: www.brokentopleadership.com

Marketplace work: www.thegreenbench.com

email: mrawlins@mac.com
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Other books | wrote to help Christians deepen their relationship with God.

Rediscovering Reverence
The path to intimacy

The Question
Is God good to all?

The Namer
How do | find my true identity?

Emails from Hell
Evil schemes to undermine a leader

Walked Naked into the Land of Uncertainty

3 keys for leadership into the unknown

Guardian
A journey to the heart

Humility

Emails from Heaven
An angels advice to his young apprentice.

The Long Sacred Journey:
Volume One
Reflections along the way
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These are some | wrote to help leaders in the business world.

Finding the Pain in your @ss-umptions
A leadership tale

The Green Bench
A dialogue about leadership and change

The Green Bench I

More dialogue about leadership and communication

There’s an Elephant in the Room
Discover the single most powerful tool for growth

The Lottery

A question can change a life.

Available in Amazon.com

The Race

How do you prepare yourself for the unknown?

Effective Leadership
In uncertain times

Courageous Leadership
In uncertain times

A Line Drawn in the Sand

3D Leadership

Leading well in tension and uncertainty
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